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The James Madison University marching band, the
MARCHING ROYAL DUKES. proudly carry the title of
“Virginia’s Finest.” The Dukes have become recognized
for their spectacular musical renditions and fast-paced
drill which has thrilled spectators throughout the mid-At-
lantic region. James Madison University, which has be-
come one of the most popular of the east coast schools,
has also become the home of one of America’s show-
plece band programs.

The Dukes have developed just as James Madison University, very rapidly during
the past few years, James Madison University began playing football in 1972 after
becoming a coed institution in 1967. In 1973, the first edition of the Marching Royal
Dukes took the field and the rest has been a rapid climb to the top in the marching
band circles. In 1982, Dr. Pat Rooney was named director of the Marching Royal
Dukes. Under Rooney's leadership, the Dukes have continued thelr successful as-
cent as one of the top collegiate band programs In the East,

Thelr performances have included halftime shows for the Washington Redskins,
Baltimore Colts, and Pittsburgh Steelers of the National Football League. In 1983
the Dukes were the featured halftfime show for the National Football Conference
Champlenship game between the Washington Redskins and the Dallas Cowboys.
The Dukes have also been featured with Walt Disney Productions and have per-
formed in Richmond for the governor of Virginia. During the past years members of
the Dukes have participated with the All-Star Collegiate Bands for the 1984 Los
Angeles Summer Olympics, Presidential Inaugural and the rededication of the Statue
of Liberty. Most recently, the Marching Royal Dukes were selected as the featured
band for the 1988 Bands of America Grand National Championships at the
Siiverdome In Pontiac, Mich., and again in 1991 at the Indianapolis Hoosierdome.

The Marching Royal Dukes have been selected as the recipient of the 1994 Sudler
Trophy by the John Philip Sousa Foundation.
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